
https://forms.gle/Zk5VoTnTYDsVAi2L6


OBJECTIVES OF THE WEBINAR: 
The term American Dream was coined by James Truslow Adams (Epic of America, 1931) and has its root 
in the Declaration of Independence which upholds certain unalienable rights like Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of Happiness. In a society based on these principles, an individual can live life to its fullest as he 
or she defines it. America grew mostly as a nation of immigrants who created a nation where becoming 
an American didn’t require being the child of an American. In contrast to Great Britain and its strict class 
structure, the United States endows opportunity to all Americans, even those with poor economic 
backgrounds, to become pillars of their communities. In fact, within the whole of the American psyche, 
there lies an eternal hope that the nation’s citizens will be afforded the opportunity for both monetary 
growth and social advancement. The strife of shaping one’s identity in pursuit of this dream has been 
used in popular discourse, and scholars have traced its use in American literature ranging from 
the Autobiography of  Benjamin Franklin , to Mark Twain’s  The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn , Willa 
Cather’s  My Ántonia , F. Scott Fitzgerald’s  The Great Gatsby  , Theodore Dreiser’s  An American 
Tragedy   ,  Toni Morrison’s  Song of Solomon , Arthur Miller’s  Death of a Salesman and in the writings 
of Martin Luther King Jr. Other writers who used the American Dream theme include Hunter S. 
Thompson, Edward Albee, John Steinbeck, Langston Hughes, and Giannina Braschi.  In fact American 
literature has achieved significance in the omnipresence of the the patterns of thinking and feeling 
which the American Dream has inspired. The present webinar will stress on how far the ‘dream’ and its 
value is successful in shaping one’s identity in the American society as perceived in the writing of the 
American scholars. 
 

PROBABLE OUTCOMES OF THE WEBINAR: 
The American Dream which promises all Americans freedom and equality – the freedom to make both 
the large and small decisions that affect one’s life, the freedom to aspire to bigger and better things and 
the possibility of achieving them, the freedom to accumulate wealth, the opportunity to lead a dignified 
life, and the freedom to live in accordance with one’s values, is reflected in the American movies and 
popular cultures which are abundantly available to the young learners of a third world country like us in 
this age of internet revolution. It creates a sense of illusion among them that America is a country of all 
prosperity and happiness. The discussion of this webinar on American Dream and how the identity of a 
citizen is shaped in pursuit of this ‘dream’, will surely help them to look at America without any 
prejudice, bias or illusion. It will help them to judge American society and the promises it makes to its 
citizens, with more clarity using their own conscience, rationality and not through any coloured glass. 
 

Programme Schedule 
Date : 22, July 2020 

Time : 4:30 to 6:30 PM  
 
 

4:30-4:40 : Welcome Message & Introductory  
                     Note by: Sri Kaustav Bhattacharyya,   
                     Convener of the Webinar & TIC,                         
                     Karimpur Pannadevi College. 
 
4:40-5:30 : The Dichotomic Visions: A 21st   
                     Century Analysis of the American   
                     Dream and the Dream of Martin  
                     Luther King,   
                     by Dr. S.M. Yahiya Ibrahim,  
                     HOD, English, Karim City College,     
                     Jamsedpur. 
 
5:30 - 5:35 : Briefing. 
 
5:35 - 6:20: In search of Identity: A Brief History  
                     of American Theatre, by  
                      Dr. Siddhartha Biswas,  Associate   
                      Professor,  Dept. English,  
                      University of Calcutta. 
 
6:20 - 6:30 : Q & A & Veledictory Session. 
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